AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 



Please make the following amendments to the specification. 

Please amend the paragraph starting at page 13, line 14, to read as follows: 
The compatibility modes 342-346 include various combinations of compatibility 
fixes 312-322 for resolving a variety of incompatibility problems. A compatibility mode may 
contain a plurality of compatibility fixes or a single compatibility fix. For example, 
compatibility mode 342 corrects incompatibility Problem A and includes compatibility "Fix two" 
314, "Fix three" 316, and "Fix five" 320. Compatibility mode 344 corrects compatibility 
Problem B and contains compatibility "Fix one" 312 and "Fix four" 318. Compatibility 
mode 346 corrects compatibility Problem B and contains the single compatibility [[Fix n]] "Fix 
1^322. 

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 13, line 22, to read as follows: 
The custom compatibility system 200 also includes the custom databases 212. Each of 
the custom databases 212 is associated with one or more incompatible applications. The custom 
databases 212 can be associated with any of the application programs 135 that are identified as 
being incompatible with the operating system 134. For example, custom database [[314]]36Q is 
associated with Application 1 and custom database 362 is associated with Application 2. Each 
custom database is capable of storing any combination of operating system-provided 
compatibility fixes 208 and operating system-provided compatibility modes 210. A custom 
database may store a single compatibility mode. For example, custom database 360 stores the 
single compatibility mode 342 for problem A. Alternatively, the custom database may store a 
plurality of compatibility modes. For example, custom database 370 stores compatibility 
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mode 342 for Problem A and compatibility mode 344 for Problem B. Additionally, other custom 
databases include a plurality of compatibility fixes. For example, custom database 372 stores 
three compatibility fixes. Still other custom databases include a combination of compatibility 
modes and compatibility fixes. For example, custom database 364 stores compatibility 
mode 342 for problem A and compatibility "Fix five" 320. 

Please amend the paragraph beginning at page 16, line 18, to read as follows: 
As discussed earlier in reference to block 408 shown in FIGURE 4A, the custom 
compatibility routine 400 performs a test to determine if there is a custom database for the 
application, and if so adds the compatibility fixes in the custom database to a list of compatibility 
fixes for the application. FIGURE 4C illustrates a routine 424 formed in accordance with this 
invention for determining whether there is a custom database for the application to be launched. 
Preferably, some of the identifying attributes of incompatible applications are stored in a central 
database and some of the central database is the registry. Alternatively, as will be appreciated by 
those of ordinary skill in the art, the attributes could be stored at many other locations. For 
example, the attributes could be stored on the hard disk drive of the user's personal computer. 
Alternatively, the attributes could be stored at a remote location, such as a Web server or remote 
host. When stored remotely, the identifying attributes can be downloaded though through the 
Internet to the user f s computer, or even read directly from a remote host. Still further, the 
identifying attributes could be stored on an optical or magnetic disk, or as mentioned above on a 
Web server of a remote host. 

Please change the paragraph beginning at page 19, line 21, to read as follows: 
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FIGURE 5B is a screen display illustrating a representative window generated by the 
compatibility administrator application 206 of the present invention. Screen display 528 includes 
dialog boxes 530-534 for the user to enter information about the application to be fixed. More 
specifically, the user may provide the name of the program for which a custom application- 
compatibility fix is to be created using dialog box 530. The user may also provide the name of 
the vendor for the program for which a custom application-compatibility fix is being created, 
using dialog box 532. Additionally, the user may provide the file name of the program for which 
the custom application-compatibility fix is being created, using dialog box 534. Oftentimes the 
user may be uncertain of the program name or file name of the program for the application. In 
this and other situations, it may be beneficial for the user to have the ability to browse for the 
path to the program file for the application being fixed. Screen display 528 displays a Browse 
button 536, which the user may select to request browsing. Screen display 528 includes a Next 
button [[538]]540, the selection of which causes the compatibility administrator application to 
proceed with adding the custom application-compatibility fix. Screen display 528 also includes a 
Cancel button [[540]]538> the selection of which causes the custom application-compatibility fix 
to be cancelled. 
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